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The Abstract

This study examines the dismissal of Reza Shah Pahlavi in 1941 as a consequence
of the interplay between internal factors—such as the political system’s failure to manage
the crisis—and external pressures imposed by the circumstances of the Second World War.
Despite Iran’s official policy of neutrality, the country's growing closeness with Germany
and Reza Shah’s refusal to expel German experts led to escalating tensions with both
Britain and the Soviet Union. These tensions culminated in the Anglo-Soviet invasion of
Iran in August 1941, which marked the peak of foreign intervention in Iranian affairs and
ultimately resulted in Reza Shah’s abdication in favor of his son, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.
The study demonstrates that the abdication was not purely a domestic decision but rather
one imposed by international powers, capitalizing on the weakness of the Iranian state and

the centralization of autocratic rule.
Keywords: Reza Shah Pahlavi, Anglo-Soviet invasion of Iran, Iranian sovereignty,

Iranian neutrality, international balances, political despotism.
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