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The Summary

The Iranian oil crisis of 1944 marked a pivotal turning point in the geopolitical
rivalry among the major powers during World War II. The Soviet Union emerged as a key
actor in the international competition over strategic resources, particularly Iranian oil. The
Soviets sought to consolidate their influence in northern Iran by leveraging their military
presence to exert political pressure aimed at securing oil concessions. This strategy led to
growing tensions with the Iranian government and, subsequently, to a diplomatic
confrontation with both Britain and the United States, which in turn attempted to curb
Soviet expansion in the region.

This study aims to analyze the strategic dimensions of Soviet policy during the
crisis and to explore its impact on international relations during that period. Particular
emphasis is placed on the motivations behind the Soviet Union’s pursuit of oil concessions
in Iran, the crisis’s influence on Soviet—Iranian relations in the postwar era, and Moscow’s
position on the issue of oil nationalization in Iran throughout the 1940s and 1950s. The
research seeks to offer a deeper understanding of how international dynamics shaped
Iranian policy toward the major powers.

Keywords: Cold War — Iranian Oil — Tudeh Party — Sergei Kavtaradze — Ali Soheili —
National Will Party.
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Persian Gulf « London ¢« Frank Cass and Company limited« 1977« p. 34 .

(®) Abbas Milani « Op. Cit. < p. 114 .
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145-147¢ F.R.U.S: The Minister in Iran ( Dreyfus) to the Secretary of State ¢
Tehran<« November 15¢1943 « p. 625.
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