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Abstract 

This study examines the development of girls’ education in Egypt during the period 

from 1832 to 1919, highlighting two primary tracks: 

The formal path of education, which began under the rule of Muhammad Ali Pasha 

(1805–1848) with the establishment of the Midwifery School in Abu Zaabal in 1832. This 

path continued with the founding of the Suyufiyya and Qarabiyya schools during the reign 

of Khedive Ismail. These two schools later merged to form the Saneyya Primary School in 

1889, marking the beginning of secondary education for girls. Further progress was made 

with the establishment of Abbas Helmy School for Girls in Cairo, and later efforts 

extended to higher education with the founding of the National University, which 

welcomed female students. 

The private path of education emerged and grew through the efforts of missionary 

missions, foreign communities, and religious groups. These entities established schools of 

various national affiliations in different Egyptian cities. This included Coptic schools and 

those founded by Islamic associations such as Al-‘Urwa al-Wuthqa. While these efforts 

offered many benefits, they also presented challenges, such as the dominance of foreign 

languages and a lack of national identity in educational content. Notably, both educational 

tracks developed in parallel and eventually converged in a shared goal: promoting girls’ 

education. 

The study also highlights the contributions of Egyptian intellectuals who played a 

significant role in challenging rigid traditional attitudes and advocating for women’s 

education, which gradually fostered greater societal awareness of its importance. 

In conclusion, the study finds that formal girls’ education during this period was a 

natural reflection of Egypt’s social and intellectual transformations. Despite the limited 

achievements and the absence of a clear educational strategy from the state, the combined 

efforts of governmental and private institutions laid a crucial foundation for the 

advancement of girls’ education in the twentieth century. 

Keywords: Formal path of education, Private path of education, Philosophy of girls’ 

                   education, Benefits of education and nature of knowledge. 
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